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Chatham, who, Lord Temple said, was grown so violent that
Tie could not moderate him, made his appearance and two
long speeches, but, like an old beauty in an unfashionable
dress, which became her in her youth, he found that his
charms are no longer lolling. Lord Mansfield answered
his first speech, and Lord Sandwich defied any lord in the
House to make sense out of the second. The object of the
day was to create a breach between the two Houses, by an
amendment proposed by Lord Chatham to the address in
which the House should inquire into the grievance of the
Middlesex election. Their Lordships were so little disposed
to quarrel with their good brethren the Commons, though
the Chancellor2 himself laboured the point against the
court, that at ten at night the motion was rejected by an
hundred to thirty-six. Old Myra, in her fardingale, will
probably not expose herself again to neglect this session.

The other House sat till one in the morning, where
the court also triumphed; though Lord Granby and the
Solicitor-General Dunning deserted to the minority; yet the
latter were but 138 to 254. Thus ends the mighty bluster
of petitions; which, notwithstanding all the noise and
labour bestowed on them, have not yet been presented from
about nine or ten counties of the fifty-two. They would
come limping now to veiy little purpose. The most serious
part is the defection of Lord Granby; for though he has
sunk his character by so many changes, a schism in the
army would be very unpleasant, especially as there are men
bad enough to look towards rougher divisions than Parlia-
mentary. I hope the ministers will have sense and temper
enough to stop the progress of this wound. I shall not
think them very wise if they dismiss the Chancellor 2. Such
union in the whole legislature will reduce the present
factions to insignificance, if not attended by presumption

2 Lord Camden.    Watpole.eed there was none of that proof which mye was
